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” R EFACE 


IHE following Letter, ha- 
ving accidentally fallen 
into our Hands, is communicated 
to the Public, in hopes that it 
may be of ſome Uſe towards ob- 
viating the ill Impreſſions, which 
the Pieces it reſers to are apt to 
A2 make 


1 
make upon azwary Readers. If 
it contributes, in any meaſure, 
to this Erd, eſpecially with ſuch 
Perſons, as have not Leiſure or 
Inclination to peruſe more /olid 
aid elaborate Anſwers, there will 


need no Apology for the Publica- 


tion of it. 


BUT there is likewiſe another 
good Purpoſe which migbt be 
ſerved by it. It is heartily to be 
wiſhed, that from ſuch a view 
as this, of the plain and natural 
Tendency of thoſe Pieces, the learn- 
ed Author of them could be pre- 
vailed upon, either ingenuouſly 


to 
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to retract, or ſufficiently to ex- 


plain, ſuch Paſſages in them, as 

are readily catched at by Unbe- 
lievers in general, in order to make 
that zeal Uſe of them which is 
here ironically feigned of one of 
their principal Advocates. 


TILL the Dr has done 
this, and particularly till, upon 
the Article of Prophecy, he 
vouchſafes to produce (what, he 
intimates, he has a long Time 
had prepared) a better Defence of 
the Goſpel, than That juſtly ad- 
mired One, which he has thought 
fit to attack with ſo much Zeal 

"1 "Pp" "= 
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Reaſon to complain, if his real 


Intentions, as a Friend to Revela- 


tion, ſhould be ſo greatly, and fo 
generally miſunderſtood, 


A LE T. 


and Animoſity, he will have no 


* 
f * 0 — —— 
5 


L ET TER 


Yo! will not, I dare ſay, be ſur- 


ſome Years; and who, in his Life-time, 
had not the Happineſs to be known to 


(1) 


A 


FROM 


* C0 * * Eſquire 


TO THE 


Rev, Dy. C** IT 


Hades, Feb. 1, 1749. 
Ren. and gear Sir, 


priſed at receiving a Letter from 
2 a Perſon, who has been dead 


ji you, 
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you. You well remember the natural 
and beautiful Sentiment in Virgil, which 
I have choſen for my Motto — That 
the Deceaſed, though they change their 
Place of Refidence, do yet retain their 
old Aﬀections and Deſires ; and that what- 
ever was the Object of their Zeal and 
| Purſuit when living, continues to be fo, 
after their Bodics are in the Grave.” - As 
therefore it was my conſtant Buſineſs up- 
on Earth, to do all I could, towards ob- 
ſtructing the Belief of the Goſpel, you 
will eaſily imagine, that I have ſtill the 
fame Paſſion for Infidelity, that I had 
formerly ; and conſequently, that I can- 
not but be /#/licit;zus to know, how the 
good Cauſe goes forward, and extremely 
glad at every freſh Advice we receive of 
the ſucceſsful Progreſs of it. 


THE Truth is, we are not ſo great 
Strangers, here, to what paſſes in your 
| ES  Wirld, 
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World, as ſome are apt to imagine, We 
have now, as in our Life- time, not only 
our little Clubs, and voluntary Societies, 
but our General Aſemblies held by pub- 
lic Authority (a Privilege in ſome Coun- 
tries not allowed even to the Clergy 
themſelves) where we regularly meet, to 
conſider of the State of Irreligion, and 
to conſult upon proper Methods for the 
Support and Advancement of it, We 
have likewiſe our Emr!ſſaries in conſtant 
Waiting; whoſe Buſineſs it is, to bring 
us, from time to time, an authentic Ac- 
count, how our Affairs ſtand in England; 
to inform us, what Converts, or new Al- 
lies we have got — what their Genius, 
Abilities, and Zeal for the Service—what 


Succeſs and Encouragement they meet 


with from the Men in Power—and, par- 
ticularly, to ſupply us with every Thing, 
as it comes out, that relates to the Con 
troverſy about the Truth of the Goſpel, 
1 and 


4 AA Letter from A* C* Ef. 
and may be thought to deſerve our At- 
tention. 


UNDER this Head, it is with great 
Satisfaction (as I am directed by our Pre- 
ſident to acquaint you) that we have been 
peruſing your Two laft Pieces, in which 

you have fo notably exerted your ſelf, 
with regard to the main Supports of it, 
Miracles and Prophecy : The Evidence 


of both which you have, with great Art 


and Dexterity, endeavoured /o to reſt 
upon its proper Foundation, as to leave it 
a Matter of doubt, with fome fort of Per- 
ſons, whether it has any Foundation at all. 


THAT you intended this for our Ser- 


vice, we will not take upon us poſitively 
to affirm; becauſe you have not hitherto 
(in which, we think, you do wiſely) made 
any open or explicit Declaration in our 
Favour, But, whatever your real Senti- 
ments 
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ments may be, at preſent, or what Re- 
ſerve ſoever it may be expedient to act 
with, we hope, that a little more Time, 
and a very ſmall Addition to the I Uſage 
you have received, will bring you intire- 
ly over ; eſpecially, as we cannot help flat- 
tering ourſelves, that you have already 
gone too far to recede ; and that the ex- 

traordinary Steps you have lately taken, 
muſt naturally end in what we have 
long been wiſhing for and expecting. 


IN che mean time, the Pleaſure ariſing 
to us from this ſeeming Tender of your good 
Offices (for as ſuch at leaſt, we would 
_ willingly interpret, and thankfully em- 
brace it) is very much heightened from 
the Conſideration of your Character, and 
of the high Probability there is of its 
greatly contributing to the deſired Ef- 
te, 


Bz WHEN 
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WHEN we, whoare Free-Thinkers by 


Profeſſion (ſuchas the T-/-nds, the T-nd-ls, 


the M-rg-ns, and the Ch-bbs) ſet our- 


ſelves to ridicule, and oppoſe the Goſpel, 


the generality of Chriſtians are apt to 
take the Alarm, and to be upon their 
Guard. They are in {ome Degree pre- 


judiced againſt fo much as reading 


Works, which they cannot help conſi- 


dering as ſo many Degus upon their 


Peace and Happineſs; as Attempts cal- 


culated to rob them of what is moſt dear 


and valuable to them, the preſent Com- 


forts of their Religion, and all their fu- 


ture Hopes from it. Not to take Notice 
of ſome Diſadvantages, which we may 


poſſibly lye under, with regard both to 


our moral and intellectual Qualifications ; 
whence ſome Doubts may ariſe with think- 

ing Men, whether, whilſt we are labour- 
ing with ſo much Earneſineſs to run down = 


the 
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the Religion of Chriſt, we have either 
Abilities or Inclination to ſet up any 
other, in the room of it. 


BUT ſhould a Perſon of Dr. M——'s 
Reputation for Parts and Learning ; a Per- 
| ſon not leſs remarkable for his ſtrict So- 
| briety, than for his diſintereſted Search 
after Truth — ſhould a Divine of the 

Church of England, — a zealous Eſpou- | 
| ſer of the Proteſtant Cauſe — a Man, 
who has ſeen and read more than half 
his Brethren put together — who has 
been at Rome , — and has talked with the 


v-+. -- 


Some People may think this Ironical ; but 
we rather take it to be a /erious Compliment, 
intended by Mr. C= to ſignify, how vaſt- 
ly ſuperiour Dr. M—— muſt be to your 
« little Archdeacons, who have converſed 
« with nothing but their Books, nor ever tra- 
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Pope *,— and has wrote the Life of Cicero 
in two large Volumes —a Man, who 
knows ſo much of the World, and values 
ſo little the Opinion of it, that he has al- 
ready proved all the antient Fathers of the 

Church to be a Pack of K—s or F.—!s, 
and is as able, upon Occaſion, to prove 
the modern ones to be not much _ 
ter—Could we but once be ſo happy, as 
to get ſuch a Champion as this on our 
Side, we cannot help exprefling our 
Hopes, that great Things might be ef- 


fected; and that even the Theory of 


Chriſtianity (for the Practice of it hath 


„ — 


<« velled further, than from their College to 


% Lambetb'' See Remarks On wo Pam- - 


_ phlets againſt the Introd. Diſc. 


| See the Introduftory Diſcourſe to the Free 
21 Enquiry, pag. 82. 


been 
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been long declining) would ſoon come 
to be thought as nere a Fable, as you 
have ſhewn the Hiſtorical Account of the 
Fall and Refforation of Man to be (upon 
which it is grounded) and no longer de- 
ſerving Credit amongſt a free and enlight- 
ened People. | 


BUT if after all, Sir, we ſhould poſ- 
ſibly have m:/taken your Intention; if you 
can really be ſo weak, as ſincerely and 
unfeignedly to believe the Goſpel, and at 
the ſame Time imagine, that, from the 
Part you are now taking, either Credit or 
Service can accrue to it, we heartily beg 
your Pardon; and can only plead, in our 

Excuſe, that your Manner of writing, 
ſo different, as it appears to be, from 
that of a profeſſed Enemy to Us, led us in- 
to that Miſtake : and that, if we have 
been too ſanguine in our Expectations, 
and ſhould at laſt find ourſelves diſap- 


pointed 
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pointed of a Proſelyte, the Preſumption 
on our Part will, we hope, be the more 
readily forgiven, as it was purely owing 
to that Art of perplexing, puzzling, and 
confounding Things, ſo conſpicuous in 
your Writings, which rendered it im- 
poſſible for us, after the moſt diligent 
and thorough Examination of them, with 
Certainty to know, —either where to have, 
or what to make of you. 


BUT we hope better Things of 
you, though we thus ſpeak. Nor 
muſt I forget (whatever Doubts may be 
entertain'd of your fincere and ſteddy 
Attachment either to one Side, or to the 
other) to expreſs my Gratitude for the 
undeniable Obligations you have laid up- 
on myſelf. 


1T was ſurely a very kind and gene- 
' rous Part in you; a Mark of uncommon 
Eee Friend- 
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Friendſhip, and Regard for my Memory, 
after I had been dead and buried, for ſo 
many Years, both in a literal and meta- 
phorical Senſe — when I had fairly been 
wrote down, without the Poſſibility (as 
it was thought) of a Reply; to raiſe me 
from the Obſcurity in which I had ſo 
long ſlept, to ſtart up, on a ſudden, my 
Second in a ſtale, exploded Controverſy, 
and with a Hardineſs equally deſperate 
and ſurpriſing © (a Hardineſs, that amaz- 

ed every body but the few, who had heard 


awDOU 


—— 


« « The Reader may perhaps wonder, that 
e theſe Diſcourſes, which I am going to exa- 
<* mine, concerning the Uſe and Intent of Pro- 
o phecy, publiſhed ſo many Years ago by Dr. 
« Sherlock, now Biſhop of London, and ſince 
« corrected and enlarged by him in ſeveral 
s ſucceſſive Editions, ſhould meet with a 

Cenſurer at laſt /o Hardy, as to call the Merit 

* of them into Queſtion.” Exam. pag. 1. 
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the Story of the Ch H—) to fall upon 
and demoliſh the capital Work * of ſo 
eminent a Prelate as my Lord of L—n: 
A Work which for Five and twenty 
Years had ſtood the Teſt of public Exa- 
mination ; and (till you firſt happily diſ- 
covered, that the Approbation it had met 
with, was not owing to any Merit of its 
own, but merely the Effect of a blind 
Deference to the Authority of a great 
Name) had been as generally, as it was 
ignorantly, allowed to be one of the 
ableſt and moſt maſterly Defences of 
Chriſtianity, as to the Points in queſtion, 
that has appeared in any Age or Coun- 
try, ſince the Foundation of it. 
THIS, Sir, (to your Honour I re- 
peat it) was ſtriking a bold Stroke indeed; 


12 


—— — 


4 pag. 4. Exam. pag. 8. 
ſuch 
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ſuch a one, as cannot fail to deter every 
Writer of inferior Rank from entering 
the Liſts with you. Thris was laying 
upon Us an Obligation, which we can 


never ſufficiently acknowledge. What a 
Pleaſure muſt it be to myſelf, and what 
a Comfort to my Bookſeller, to think, 
that my dull Efforts againſt the Goſpel 
(for dull muſt every Thing of mine ap- 
| pear, Sir, when compared with yours) 
will now have a probable Chance for a 
ſecond Reading; nay perhaps, for a 
ſecond Edition! What Matter of Tri- 
umph to our whole Fraternity, that the 
Objections I had raiſed, upon the Article 
of Prophecy, to the Diſadvantage of the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, are, even by a Chriſtian 
Divine, allowed to be unanſwerable*! 


bd. A 


Exam. pag. 151, 


BUT 
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BUT it is time for me to come 
more directly to the immediate Deſign of 
this Epiſtle; which was not ſo much to 
thank you in general Terms for the 
Service, we apprehend, you have done 
us, as to point out ſuch particular In- 
ſtances of your Addreſs, as pleaſed us moſt, 
and wherein you have ſet an Example, 
worthy of the Imitation of all that 
ſhall come after you in the fame laudable 
Deſign. 


IF, at the fame Time, we take the 
Liberty to give you ſome Hints for your 
future Conduct, and to caution you in a 
few Things of leſs Importance, wherein 
you ſeem to have been not quite fo cir- 
cumſpect, as the Caſe required, we hope 
you will not interpret it as any Reflection 
upon your Judgment; ſince the wiſeſt 


of Men have their Overſights; and ſince 
BS YT 
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even your Adverſaries muſt allow, upon 
their own Suppoſition, how extremely dif- 
ficult it is, to ſuſtain two oppoſite Charac- 
ters, at one and the ſame Time, without 
offending, in point of Propriety, againſt 
either. | 


AND, Firſt, with regard to your Ca- 
pita! Work, the Free Enquiry, &c. we 
highly applaud your bringing the Credi- 
bility of the Miracles, pretended to be 


| wrought in the Primitive Church after 


the Days of the Apoſtles, to the Trial of 
our Reaſon and Senſes :. But why ſhould 
ſo fair a Trial be limited to any particu- 
lar Time? We ſee not, why the ſhort 
Anſwer ! you have given to one Inſtance, 


— — 


s Pref. to the Enquiry, pag. 9. 
* « The Anſwer is clear and ſhort, the | 
« Fat is not credible.” Fr. Eng. pag. 152. 
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may not equally ſerve to diſprove Others, 
no Matter when, of as ſurpriſing a Na- 
ture. Let Men be ſo frank and open, 
as to make us but theſe two reaſonable 

Conceſſions, 1. That no Force of Teſti- 
mony can alter the Nature of Things, 
or make that credible, which is in itſelf 
Incredible ; and 2. That every one has a 
Right to determine for himſelf, what 
Facts are credible, and what are not fo : 
and 'tis as much as we deſire. This alone 


will be ſufficient (eſpecially in this ſcepti- 


cal Age, wherein Few are fo happy, as 
to find themſelves bleſt with that heroic 
Faith, which can remove Mountains *) 


| Pref. to the Enquiry, pag. 9. 


Free Eng. p. 189. After which Words, 
immediately follows, and beat down every 
«© Obſtacle, which Senſe, or Reaſon, or Fact 
« can poſſibly oppoſe to it.” We hope this 

to 


take Notice of two or three Things, that 
have eſcaped you in it, which we could 
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to ſhake the Credit of many ſtrange 
Stories, which have long paſſed cur- 


rently for Truth, and been firmly be- 
lieved by the wiſeſt and moſt judicious 
Perſons; 


HOWEVER, though this Work of 


Yours is, upon the Whole, highly to be 
commended, for that Freedom and Im- 
partiality, with which you have treated 


the Characters of the Primitive Fathers; 


yourſelf from paying a blind Deference to 


the Authority of great Names, and how 


much wiſer, in that Reſpect, than the 


reſt of Mankind; yet we cannot but 


a * | , , , 2 * * 4 1 ” 


——ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— — - 


— 


was not meant for a b * the Ex- 
preſſion that goes before it. 


E with 
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wiſh to have ſeen altered for the follow- 
ing Reaſons. . 


1. WHEREAS, in anſwer to the 

Objection, that the Authority of the 
Books of the New Teſtament will, by 
e the Character you have given of the 
« Fathers, as chargeable with Craft or 

« Credulity, be rendered precarious and 
e uncertain,” you calmly anſwer, Who 
can help it? This, we apprehend, was 
_ expreſſing ſomewhat too great an Indiffer- 
ence about the Intereſis of Chriſtianity, 

and the Conſequences of it to the Happineſs 

of Mankind, for any one who would be 
thought in carnelt to believe the Truth 
of it, 


AS therefore it would be of great dii- 
icrvice to us, to have it ſuſpected, that 
von are in ot Fay of thinkins,, we could 
have withed, that no handle had been 

given 
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given for any Doubts of that kind, by a 
 Coolneſs on a Matter of ſuch Impott- 
ance, which might, more prudently for 
yourſelf, as well as more kindly for us, 
have been concealed. Whoever is our 
Friend, and propoſes any Advantage to 
us from his Writings, will find it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to keep both his Princi- 
ples and Intention out of Sight, as much 
as poſſible : Otherwiſe, be the Character 
of the Author ever ſo great, his Works 
will, in a very little time, be no longer 

tead, nor any better eſteemed, than 
thoſe of my fellow Labourers above men- 
tioned; but fink of courſe into that 
Oblivion and Contempt, which has been 
the common Fate of all our Performances ; - 
and to which ſome of the moſt celebrated 
of yours, for but the Appearance of an 
Affinity with them, are (to our no ſmall 
Mortification) obſerved, even already, to 


be haſtening apace. | 
86 w HAT 
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WH AT Scruples ſome other Perſons 
might have upon this Head, or how con- 
ſiſtent they may think it with common 
Honeſty, to intend one thing and to 
profeſs another, I know not. But for my 
own part I muſt freely declare, that I 
can ſee no Obligation we are under to 
carry our Love of Truth, and Concern 

for the Reception of it, ſo far as fo burt 
ourſelves. This would, in my humble 
Opinion, be coming a little too near to 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and to that 
falſe Zeal for Suffering, which you have ſo 
juſtly expoſed, in the Free Enquiry, as the 
leading Principle of ſome of the primitive 
Martyrs. You want not to be told, that 


The extraordinary Zeal for Martyrdom, 
which ſhewed itſelf among the Primitive 
_ Chriſtians, the Doctor tells us, may be ac- 
counted for from the following Motives. 

1. Obſtinacy of Temper. 2. Love of Glory, 
the 
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che bare Suſpicion of D—ſm, however 
groundleſs, is ſometimes looked upon, in 
a Chriſtian Country, to be a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for excluding Men of the greateſt 
Abilities from any Share of the Digni- 
ties and Preferments of the Church, 


| When this happens to be the Caſe, every 


wiſe Man, who is ſo unfortunate as to 
think differently from the eſtabliſhed 


— ———— 2 —_ 


or Reputation. 3. A Perſuaſion, that they 
ſhould feel no Pain from their Sufferings. 
4. An Expectation of extraordinary and diſ- 
tinguiſhed Rewards in proportion to them. 
g. and Laſtly, the Impetuoſity of a wild and 
extravagant Enthuſiaſm. But, after having 
largely illuſtrated each of theſe Particulars, 
he takes Care to acquaint his Readers, that ic 


is not his Deſign, by what he has ſaid on this 


Subject, to detraf in any manner from the 
real Merit and juſt Praiſe of thoſe Primitive 
Martyrs, who, with an invincible Conſtancy, 
ſuſtained the Cauſe of Chriſt, at the Expence 
of their Lives. Free En. p. 213. 

3 Tenets, 
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Tenets, will, for his own Sake at leaſt, 


if not ſor other Conſiderations, keep his 
Sentiments to himſelf, unleſs, where, : 


without Danger or Inconvenience, he 
may be at Liberty to diſcover them. 


2. ANOTHER unguarded Expreſ- 
ſion, in the ſaid Work, is that, wherein you 
ſpeak of yourſelf, as never trained to pace 
in the Trammels of the Church, nor tempted 
by the Sweet sof its Preferments m, &c. This, 


— — 


n Pref. to the Free Enquiry, p. 7. It was 
doubtleſs very fortunate for the Doctor, and 
* aCircumſtance which,we readilybelieve, gives 


* bim Comfort, as oft as he reflects upon it, 


that he never was put to the Trial of this 


dangerous Temptation: For who knows, what 


might have happened, if he had? But then, 


this very Circumſtance, one would think, 
ſhould diſpoſe a Man of like Paſſions with his 
Brethren, to treat with Tenderneſs the Caſe 


of others, who, in the Freedom and Indepen- 
aency Gi their Situation, happen not to have 
it 


| 
: 
N 
p 
: 
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it is apprehended, may let Readers, who 


mizht otherwiſe have been ignorant of 
it, into the true Reaſon of your engaging 


in Works of this kind, at your Time of 
Life; namely, that you have not been 
_ diſtinguiſhed, according to your Merit, 


by Thoſe, whoſe Duty it was, and (as it 
now appears) whoſe Intereſt likewiſe it 
would have been, more early to reward 

- This at leaſt is the Conſtruction, 


which has been put upon that Paſſage 


by your Enemies, who take Advantage 
from it to infinuate, that both the Enguiry 
and Examination, and eſpecially the lat- 
ter, wholly took their Riſe from Pique 


and Diſappointment. For which ſingle 


Reaſon, it is the _—_— of Vs all, that 


— 


been altogether ſo hap 1 as N and to 
make 2 Allowances for the Diſadvantages 


they lye under, whoſe Credit and —— 
las he tells us) depend upon the Eſtabliſnment 
of Error and Ignorance among Men.“ 


= > I 3 
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it had better been omitted. Not that we 
would be underſtood to condemn, or in 
the leaſt diſcourage, a becoming Pride, or | 
juſt Reſentment, in any Man; much leſs 
in one of your Cloth - but only, we would 
not have it ſeen through ; becauſe that 


may be prejudicial upon other Accounts. 


| You muſt be ſenſible, Sir, that when 
once a Man's Writings come to be looked 
upon as the Effect of Spleen or Revenge, 
they are no more regarded, than if they 
had been wrote for Bread. Satire itſelf, 
thus adultcrated, will not go down. The 
Poignancy, which would have been reliſh- 
ed, if natural and unmixed, becomes diſ- 
agreeable and offenſive, when peccant Hu- 
maurs diſcover themſelves in the Compo- 
tion, and are perhaps the predomi- 
nant Qualities of it. Or, to ſpeak more 
plainly, the Malignity of the Principles, 
from which fuch Writings proceed, not 
only weakens their Influence, but de- 
| feats 
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feats the very Intention of them. Add 
to this, that if a Suſpicion of this kind 
ſhould once generally prevail, it would 
go a great Way towards leſſening your 
Merit with your New Friends, They 
would be apt to think themſelves more 
beholden to the Overſight of the Biſhops 
and Great Men, who ſhould have courted 
you, than to any natural Diſpoſition, or 
Conviction, of your own; or any real Re- 
gard for them or their Cauſe : and that, 
if it had wrirluckily happened, that you 
had been lifted in due Time, you might, 
at this Day, have been as keen and deter- 
| mined an Adverſary 70 both, as the Steb- 
bings, the Chapmans, or any other bigot- 
ted Prieſts, whoſe Zeal for the Church 
and its Doctrines, is ſo amply compenſated 
by the Preferments they enjoy in it. 


Like true Soldiers of the militant Church, 
prepared to fight for any Eſtabliſpment, that 
3 THE 
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THE laſt thing I have in charge to re- 
mind you of, as an Error of Judgment, 
is, that you have ſtretched ſome Points a 
little too far; at leaſt farther, than, in the 
Opinion of your Friends, the Times will 
bear. For inſtance; though we highly 
approve of your turning the Hiſtorical 
Account of the Fall, as delivered by Moſes, 
into a mere Fable, or moral Apologue, 
delivered after the Eaſtern Manner ; and 

think you have been ſmart enough in 

Conſcience upon the Biſhop, for ſo poar- 
9 * * the Charge, —— a- 


6 alin ſuch Pay a REY to its Deſend- 
ers.“ Pref. to the Free Enquiry, p. 5. 


o « And this ſort of Proof, grounded on a 
« Variety of fanciful Conjectures, forced Con- 
* ſtructions, and incredible Facts, is the Sum 
of what he has been able to collect, for the 
« Support of his fundamental Point, That 
4e Dewi! was te Tempter of Eve.” Exam. 
pag. 169. 

dial 
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gainſt the Devil, of being the original 
Author of all the Sin and Miſery intro- | 
duced into the World by the Diſobedi- 
ence of our firſt Parents: yet abſolutely to 
acquit him of it ?, we are afraid, as things 
ſtand, will be thought to be overdoing 
it, Eſpecially as ſuch an Acquital may, 
in the Conſequences of it, be ſuppoſed to 
lead to a Denial even of the Reality of his 
Exiftence. We readily allow, that if by 


rational Deduction (which is the Method 


you ſeem to aim at) it could be clearly 
made out, that there neither is, nor ever 
was, ſuch an Evil Spirit ſubſiſting in the 

World, or that it is inconſiſtent with the 
Attributes of the Deity, “bat God ſhould 
& expoſe the 5 implicity of our Firſt Pa- 
tt rents, unarmed and uninſtrufted, to the 


& Aſauits of an inſidious Tempter, ſo 


FIT . — 
— 


—— —_ 


wn 


Exam. pag. 106. 
25 greatly 
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te greatly ſuperior to them, both in Craft 
« and Power e, it would conſiderably 
weaken the Authority of the Scriptures, 


which make ſuch frequent and expert 
ment: e bis Devices, But, 


ee this, % long as the Scrip- 
fures are allowed to have any Credit, 
we very much queſtion, whether ever it 
will be poſſible to make out either of th:ſe 
Points to general Satisfoficn. It i. very 
plain, that, in the preſent Cale, the S. cip- 
tures ſtand dire i between you and the 


Biſhop ; ſo that, till the Bible is put down 


(Which perhaps may not happen fo ſoon as 


ve could wiſh) every Thruſt you make at 
him, muſt force its Way through that, be- 
fore it can reach him. That Eve was deceiv- 


— — 


q «< Since this was neither diſcoverable to 


te their Reaſon, nor revealed to them by their 
«© Maker, H can wwe imagine, that God 


6 would expolc,” Cc. Exam. pag 106. 


on 


| 
| 
* 
| 
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eld by the Devil, though you may rank it 
among thoſe Principles of Faith, which we 
are to receive upon the Biſhop's Autbority, 
Or, as you elſewhere ſpeak, <« among the 1 8 
« abſurd Conceits and Interpretations, 
« which Superſtition, falſe Zeal, or the 
*« Arts of political Churchmen have in 
« all Ages been ingrafting upon the Writ- 
« ings of Moſes, and :mpeſing upon all 
« Chriſtians, as the fundamental Princi- 
he of their Religion 5 yet, I n 
afraid, it will appear to have been a Doc- 
trine, long received in the Chriſtian 
Church, upon the Authority of an A. 
poſtle *, If therefore ſuch Principles as 
theſe will be waging a perpetual War 


Exam. pag. 148. 
* 1 Tim. ii. 14. And Adam was not deceiv- 


ed, but the Woman being _— was in the 
T ranſgreſſion, 


with 


30 A Letter from A* C* E/. 
with Reaſon *, the only Way at preſent 
is, to let Faith and Reaſon fight it out. 


For, till the Quarrel is decided in Favour 


of the latter, no Deductions of Reaſon, 
be it ever ſo much on our Side, will be, 
1 fear, thought valid enough to over- 
throw expreſs Declarations of Scripture to 


the contrary. That ſuch Principles of 
Faith uiſt either ſuppreſs Reaſon, or Rea- 


fon will finally deſtroy them, we readily 


agree with you; and heartily wiſh, that 
every body elſe was of the /ame Opinion. 
But the contrary, you know, is held by 


ſome bigotted Churchmen ; who think, 
there is no Neceſſity, that Faith and Rea- 


fon ſhould quarrel at all; but that they 
always have been, and always will be, 
very good Friends, whenever they come 


rightly to underſtand each other. 


—_—— 


* Exam. pag, 198. 1 


3 vou 


4 
| 
b 


2 
b 


cumſtances will allow. That you can be 
_ wholly fo, is perhaps impoſſible; but you 
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YOU will perhaps wonder to hear me 


_ objefling ſo much to an Opinion, which, 


you muſt be ſenfible, we ſhould all of us 
be glad to ſee effabliſhed. But our Ob- 
jection, Sir, is not to the Opinion itſelf, 
but to the Propriety of its coming from 


One, who is under a fort of Neceſſity of 


appearing to believe the Scriptures, whilft 


he is arguing from their Tefimony. Our 
| Regard for your Credit, and our Concern 
for the Succeſs of your Labours, make us 
very ſollicitous that you appear as conſiſtent 


with yourſelf, as your Character and Cir- 


may ſo far at leaſt endeavour it (which is 


all that I would be underſtood to mean) as 
to avoid meddling with Revelation, where 


it directly makes againſt you. 


1 would 
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I would by no means have you 


make yourſelf uneaſy, Sir, at any thing | 
I have hinted above, about your touching | 
upon ſo tender a Point, as the real Ex- b 


5fence of One, for whoſe Honour you 
will allow us to have a decent Concern. 
Whatever little Diſguſt might be taken 
upon that Head, you have effectually re- 
it, by your ſpeaking fo ſligbriy, as you 
have done , as well of the Victory over 


— 8 


— 


= « Strange Comfort to an Inhabitant of 
« this World, which could not be felt or un- 
« derſtood till the World itſelf ſhould be no 
* more! And a ftrange Sort of Victory, which 
& left the Devil ſtill inſulting — a Victory, 
© which was not to take place, till the Ene- : 
 & my had ſcattered every Plague, and wrought — | 
« every Evil upon this Earth, which his Ma- 
« lice could contrive, or his Power effect.“ 
Exam. pag. 196, An admirable Comment | 
upon 1 Cor. xv. 56. Thanks be to God, &c. 
OY” him; 


ERR oO RN IR: PIs 0s, — * 
» 


77... h  ETET eee ee . 
, » 
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him (predicted at the Fall and explain- 


ed in the New Teſtament) as of the 
ſtanding Comfort, ariſing to true Be- 


lievers from the certain Expectation of 
it. For, of what Advantage to Man- 


kind can be any Triumph, at ſ% great 
à Diſtance as the Day of Judgment? Or 


what real Comfort can a Prophecy ad- 
miniſter, the Benefit of which evaporates 


into Air , the moment it is expreſſed in 
. or metaphorical Language? 


YOUR adjourning all further Diſ- 
putes about this Prophecy, to that laſt and 


awful Day *, and the Defire you have ex- 
preſſed, to have all Diſputes of that kind /o 
adjourned, is not leſs acceptable, than it is 


judicious ; eſpecially, if extended as far as 


it will bear. For if, as you obſerve, it 


— 


* Exam, pag, 195. . p. 197. 
ne R X 
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is that Day alone, that can determine the 
real Character, not only of this, but of 
all other pretended Prophecies, Inſpira- 
tions, and Revelations of the Will of God *; 
the natural Inference from it ſeems | 
plainly to be what you intimate, that it 
is a needleſs Trouble or vain Conteſt, to be 
examining and diſputing, in the mean 


time, about them. If fo, ſince then 


only can be decided, whether the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation itſelf be true or falſe, 
why may it not be thought ſoon enough 
for Men to conſider, whether they 
ſhall embrace or reje& it, when they 
are ſummoned to appear before bis 
Judgment Seat, from whom, as we are 
told, they ſhall receive their Sentence? 
WE beg Pardon, if we do not rightly 
_ underſtand, or fully comprehend your 
Scheme; but, in the sa we view it, 


— 


© Hawn pag. 197, ; 
3 1 
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it ſeems to be beſpeaking a Neutrality at 
leaſt as to Articles of Faith, upon what 
Authority foever the Revelation of them 
may be grounded, and making the 
Whole of Religion to conſiſt in thoſe 
« practical, ſocial, and real Duties, which 
our Reajon and Senſes preſcribe in com- 
«© mon to all Men, as the chief Good of 
<« their Nature, and the Source of all their 
« Happineſs, both here and hereafter b.“ 
If this be what you aim at, we have no- 
ching to object to it; as thinking it will be 
highly conducive to the Benefit of Man- 
kind, and an excellent Expedient to ſet 
them free from many unneceſſary Re- 
ſtraints which the Goſpel lays upon them, 
and chiefly from the intolerable Impoſition 
of Prieſts and Prieſtcraft, by the Abuſe 
and Miſapplication of it. 


Exam. pag. 198. 
D 2 I Have 
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T Have now, Sir, gone through 
the difagreeable Part of my Taſk, which 
was to point out ſome Slips of your Pen, 


of which an / Uſe, we apprehended, 


might be made to our common Diſad van- 
tage. What remains will be more accept- 

able to us both; and is intended to fig- 
nify to you our Approbation of your Con- 


duct in ſuch Particulars, as we would re- 


commend it to you to perſevere in, and, 
if poſſible, to improve. 


1. LET all your future Writings be 
diſtinguiſhed, as ſome of your late ones 
have been, by a more than ordinary Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Religion. This will 
ſhelter you from the Calumnies of thoſe, 


who would repreſent you as an Enemy to 
the Religion you profeſs. For though to 
ſome it may appear a Myttery, how any 


Attempt, which may prove hurtful to 


Cbriſtianity 


| 
| 
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Chriftiany © He ral, can be for the Ser- 
vice of Proteſtautiſm, which is one parti- 
cular Branch of it; yet it muſt be thought 
altogether as unaccountable, how Chri- 
ſtianity can be hurt, ſo long as the Pro- 
teſtant Religion is ſecured and ſtrengthen- 
ed. Since therefore to deſtroy all Belief ot 
Miracles wrought after the Apoſtles Days, 
7s the ſole Expedient, which can fectuallj 
defeat the Efforts of Rome, though it 
ſhould be admitted, that this may affect 
the Credit of thoſe recorded in the New 
Teſtament, yet it muſt be granted at the 
ſame time, that what the Chriſtian Religion 
loſes by this on the one Hand, the Proteſt- 
ant Religion is ſure to gain on the other. 
So that upon the Whole there is no Harm 
done; nor can you, without Injuſtice, be 
charged with any ſiniſter Deſigns upon the 
the former, whilſt the latter is indeed fo 
conſiderable a Gainer by it. Such Impu- 
tations upon your Character muſt pals 

09 with 


38 A Letter from A* C* Eſq. 
with every one (who 1s able to ſee more 
things than one at once, and to weigh 
them againſt each other) for the baſe Ar- 
 tifices of fierce Bioots, hypocritical Zea- 
lots, and intereſted Politicians, And the 
more ſtrenuous you ſhew yourlſelt in the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, the baſer and more in- 
jurious muſt ſuch Imputations appear. 


2. BE ſure to keep up that ſovereign 
Contempt, which you have hitherto ex- 
preſſed, of all whom you have wrote a- 
gainſt or who have preſumed to write a- 
gainſt you. Let their Rank and Reputation 
be what it will, 'tis your Buſineſs to depreſs 
their Characters, and to raiſe your own. In 
order to this, fail not toload them. or their 
Performances, with as much Invective 
and Abuſe as you can handſomely put to- 
gether. Let there be but Plenty © enough. 


That the DoRor has not been wanting in 
either of theſe Reipects, will appear from the 
and 
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and Variety of it, and I will anſwer for 
the Succeſs of it. 


—_ 


following Win which may not impro- 
perly be called 


Dr. 472 Aue to the L“. B—p 
of L—z's Diſcourſes, &c. 


— 1+ Containing ſome Flowers * bis 
Rhetoric. 


(N. B. Part II. Containing the Force of bis 
| Reaſoning, will be found in the Appendix or 
_ additional Note.) | 


I found this capital Work of his Lordſhip 
to be juſt ſuch as I expected; exhibiting a 
Species of Reaſoning peculiar to himſelf, ever 
ſubtil and refined, yet never convincing ;,and 
proper rather to perplex, than to illuſtrate the 
Notion of Prophecy, and to amuſe, rather 
than inſtruct an inquiſitive Reader. Ex. p. 4. 
An imaginary Scheme, of which I had 


not diſcovered the leaſt Trace in any of the 
Four Goſpels. p- 5. 


D4 Ifhould 
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T Should not indeed, as a Gentleman, 
recommend this Method (nor do I ſup- 


ä 


A romantic Syſtem, or fanciful Chain 
of Autediluvian Predictions. 1b. 

— Whoe!!y fallacious and ſophiſtical, with- 
out either Force or Senſe in it. p. 39. 

— An empty Strain of Rhetoric, without 


any Argument or Significancy | in it whatſo- 
Fer. 60. 


— A vain and impertinent F ancy, which 
has no ſort of Relation to the Evidence of 
the Goſpel. p. 98. 


— A perplexed, hypothetical, inconſiſtent 
Piece of Sophiſtry. p. 160. 


— A Remnant of the ſame flimſy Stuff. 
p. 183. 

Anne · ſpun Web of fantaſtical Whims, and 
precarious Suppoſitions, worked up together 
into ſome Reſemblance of Arguments, p. 183. 

— Fitter to be ranked among the Dreams 
of Viſicnaries and Eutbuſſaſts, than conſidered 


pole 


t5 the Rev. Dr. C“ M*. 41 
poſe, v would yourſelf have employed it 
ſo frequently in the Examination) but for 


— — 


as the Suggeſtions of ſober Senſe and Reaſon. 
P- 137. | 
A mere Quibble, which tends rather to 


confute than — what he intends to cſta- 
bliſh. p. 65. 


—'Till by the Help of that Confuſion he 
may y ſorfile his own Senſe upon us. p. 1 39. 


3 thus a Prophecy | is cook'd up. P- 
139. And 


He had ſeen, chat his Nonſenſe oval 
80 dowa. p. 8. 


(More might be added, but we believe the 
Reader has enough of it.) Upon the ,, 
Implication of all which polite and elegant 
Phraſes, the Confiftency of them with com- 
mon Decency, or good Manners, and the Pra- 
priety of them with regard either to the Cha- | 
rafter of the Author animadverted upon, or 
the Purpoſe of his Book, we ſhall make no other 
Reflection than this, That the Doctor may cell 

anotber 
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another good Reaſon, viz. the want of a 
better. When a well-bred Author, eſpe- 
cially in a Diſpute with his Superiors, has 
recourſe to ſuch Language, as in more vul- 
gar Writers would be termed Scurrility, it 
is generally accounted for, upon one of 
theſe two Suppoſitions ; either, that, at the 
time, he was under the Influence of ſome 
ſtrong, though latent, Paſſion, which 
hurried him into a F orgetfulneſs, both of 
_ himiclf, and his Situation; or elſe, that 
he was abſolutcly at a loſs for more con- 


Vvincing Arguments. Of the firſt of theſe 


vou will not, by thoſe who know you, be 
readily ſuſpected. As to the latter, it may 
fairly be allowed ; and is the very Plea that 


—— — 
8 . 


talk of the public Patience, Exam. p. 8. For if 
this does not ſufficiently try it, it will be hard 
to ſay, what will. Let his greateſt Admirers 
read it, if they can, without bluſhing for 
him / | 


? 
5 
i 
. 
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muſt be urged in your Defence, You Ind, 


in ſhort, ns other way for it. We, who are 
under the Diſadvantage of combating eſta- 
bliſhed Opinions, and who conicquently 


have an Enemy to engage, that is in Poſſeſ- 


ſion of the Artillery i, are obliged to make 


ule of ſuch Weapons as we can procure. 
Accordingly, whenever it has been found, 


that fa:r Reaſorrrng could be of no Help to 


us, it has always been our Practice (and 


the Neceſſity of the Caſe, as well as 
| Cuſtom immemorial, we preſume, will 


Juſtiſy it) to borrow w hat Aſſiſtance we 5 
can from Railing. 


AGAIN: Bold and confident Aſ- 
ſertions, eſpecially when enlivened with 


ſome iprizhtly Turn, and delivered in 


1 — 


we ſuppoſe, that by this Expreſſion is 
meant, Truth, Reaſon, Common Senſe, 
and Experience, Sc. 


Gand 
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ſmooth and entertaining Language, will 
go much farther, and anſwer the Purpoſe 
better, eſpecially with our Friends (who, 


between you and I, are generally more 


remarkable for the Freedom, than for the 
| Depth of their Thinking) than ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Arguments. And this we take 
to be the true Reaſon, why we meet with 
ſo very few of that kind in your Writings. 
For why ſhould you give yourſelf a need- 
1e Trouble? You know what fort of 
People make up the Bulk of your Readers 
and Admirers. Many of them there are, 
who will not be at the Pains to examine 
the Force of your Reaſoning ; which is 
(as indeed it ſhould be) not always of the 
cleareſt kind. And there are ſtill more, 
who are incapable of doing it, if they 
would. For ſuch as theſe it is ſufficient, if, 
after a few Pages ſcribbled over for your 
own Amuſement (in which any thing, or 
nothing, may be worked up into ſome Re- 
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ſemblance of an Argument) you acquaint 
them at the Concluſion, what it is you 
| have been doing; which otherwiſe, per- 
| haps, the acuteſt of them may be at a 

Loſs to diſcover. Tell them but, at pro- 
per Intervals, — what Points you have 
made out, and what you have con- 
fated ©, and take Care withal to do it 
(as indeed you generally do) in ſtrong 
Words, and with an Air of Triumph and 
Self-Approbation, and they have all the 
Satisfaction they want or defire. 


OTHERS again there are, who 
come to the Peruſal of your Works 
with full Hopes and Expectation of find- 
ing that proved, which they have long 
wiſhed to have fo. Theſe alſo will readily 


© That the Reader may better judge of the 
Force of Dr. M—*s Reaſoning, and of his 
Manner of Confuting, we muſt refer him to 


take 
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tale your Mord for the Truth of ſuch Diſ- 
coveries, as they feel agreeable to them. 
They come prepared with an Appetite, 
and ſwallow down at once whatever 
gratifies their Ill-nature, or ſtrengthens. 
their Prejudices. For the ſingle Point with 
ſuch, is, What you prove, not How you 
prove it. You have proved what they 
lite; and that is enough. Upon all theſe 
Accounts, we greatly applaud the Reſolu- 


tion you ſeem to have taken, and have 


| hitherto kept, of adapting your Style and 
manner to the Taſte of your Readers; or 
at leaſt of that Par? of them, whoſe Ap- 

' probation, we hope, you chiefly value. 


3. A Fling now and then at a Biſhop 
or a Churchman, in his political Capa- 


—— 


the e Note at the End of this Letter; 
it being thought too long to be inſerted here, 
in its proper Place, 


city, 


| 


* ä — 


Matter of Reproach to a Churchman, more 
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City, you have ſhewn not to be without 


its Uſe, and generally to have a good Ef- 
fect. By this Method you artfully en- 


gage on your Side ſuch of your Readers, 


as happen to be of different Sentiments, 
as to Politics, from the Perſon you are 
oppoſing; and, what is ſtill more, of 
all tboſe (and they are not a few) who 


think, that Churchmen have no Buſineſs 
to meddle with Affairs of State af all. 

The Words, Political and Syſtematic, 
though innocent enough of themſelves, 
you very well know, when tacked to the 
Word, Divine, give no very favourable 
Idea of the Perſon they are applied to. 
How this comes about, or what proper 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why a Capacity 


to aſſiſt in the public Councils, which be ts 
called to attend, or the having a uniform 


and conſiſtent Scheme of the Doctrines, which 


be profeſſes to believe and teach, ſhould be 


than 
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than to any other Perſon, is no Buſineſs 
of yours or mine to enquire. 'Tis enough 
that Cuſtom and vulgar Prejudice have 
brought the Terms, that expreſs theſe 
Things, into Diſrepute. And if, by the 
Help of that Prejudice, we can caſt an 
| Odium upon our Adverſaries, or in any 
Degree prepoſſeſs the Public to their Diſ- 
advantage, I think, we ought to neglect no 


7 Opportunity of doing it, that falls in our 


Way. To ſpeak our Miads freely, you 

have been a little too bring, upon this 
Article, in the Examination; having, in 
the whole Length of a Work of near two 
hundred Pages, but ice, as I remember, 
brought in the Words, Political Church- 
men, and Political and Syſtematic Di- 
vines; whereas you might as eaſily, and 
full as pertinently, have done it Twenty 
times, if not more. 


4. YOUR 
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4. YOUR Uſe of ludicrous Expreſ- 
ſions, upon grave and ſerious Subjects, 
ſuch as—keeping the Devil always cut of 
Sight, and behind the Curtain as it were, 
A the introducing him in Maſquerade, 
or the Dreſs of a Serpent, —intrapping our 

Lord, and drawing the Secret of bis Meſ- 

| frab-ſhip ou? of him, - with ſome others 
of the ſame kind, will be of great Service 
to Wits and Free-thinkers, and a ready 
Help to them in Converſation, whenever 
they are diſpoſed, at a Coffee-houſe, or 
over a Bottle, or in a Diſpute with a 
Country- Pn, to divert themſclves with 
Scripture-Hiſtory. Such ingenious Con- 
ceits as theſe (the familiar Uſe of which 
we earneſtly recommend to you, for the 
following Reaſon) are quickly got y 
beart, and as readily repeated: and if 
they can but help to raiſe a Laugh, and 
to expoſe Revelation to Contempt and 
. 
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Ridicule, they anſwer the Purpoſe, far 
which, we hope, they were intended. 


5. BUT of all the happy Contrivan- 
ces, which you have hit off, for the A- 
muſement and Diverſion of our Friends, 

we think nothing comes up to that of 
playing off Chriſtian Dives againſt each 
other. By this Means, in the firſt Place, 
you benefit yourſelf of the Authority of him 
you like beſt ; and can at any time have 
the Advantage of fo to one, For it is 
not every one that can diſcover, that Dr. 
Spencer's Opinion is no more a Confuta- 
tion of Dr. Sherlock's, than Dr. Sherlock's 
is of his *. But this is not all; you may 
ſo order and diſpoſe them, that ſuch Opi- 
nions, as, conſidered in their proper Pla- 


= 0 2 — — 


— 
— 


How different a Character is this, from 
„ what Dr. Spencer has given of the ſame 

+ Prophecies,” &c. Exam. p. 83. 
Ses 
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ces, and with a reference to the Author's 
View and Defign, have Sen/e and Mean- 
ing, and perhaps a tolerable Support, (hall 
(like ſome Chemical Preparations, which 
evaporate upon mixture) merely by being 
brought together, appear to have neither. 


TH E excellent Uſe that may be made 
of this Practice, you have exemplitied in 
an Inſtance, which muſt at once both 

greatly edify, and entertain your Read- 
ers. The Inſtance I mean, is that /ong- 
controverted Text of St. Peter, upon 

which you have ſpent ſo many Pages to 
_ overthrow the Biſhop's Senſe of it, and to 
confirm mine, and at laſt to leave it with- 
out any Senſe at all; a Point, which, we 
doubt not, you had in view from the 
Beginning. For the Reſult of the Opi- 
nions which you have collected upon this 
Head, and the Uſe you have made of 
them, ſtand in this manner, Let it be in- 
E2 Afinuated 
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finuated in the firſt place, upon the Au- 
thority of Dr. Lightfoot, that the Voice 
of God, which Peter heard at the Glori- 
_ fication of Chriſt upon the Mount, was 
that inferior kind of Oracle, which ſuc- 
ceeded to the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
which, as Grotius ſays, was the ſole 
Oracle that remained to the Jews, dur- 
ing the Time of the ſecond Temple, and 
went under the name of Bath-K9l, or 
the Daughter of a Voice—Let it be grant- 
ed, in the ſecond Place, both upon 618 
and your own Authority, that as ſuch it 
was underſtood by Peter himſelf, who, 
for that very reaſon, in his Epiſtle to the 
Feuiſb Converts, prefers the ancient Pro- 
phecies before it, and recommends them 
as a ſurer Foundation, whereon to build 
their Faith, than even a Vaice from Hea- 
ven—And laſtly, let it be ſhewn, from 
the Authority of Dr. Spencer and Dr. 
Prideaux, that the whole Story of this 
ir ſame 
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fame Batb. Kol was nothing elſe but a 
mere Fiction, or Jewiſb Fable, contriv- 

ed to illuſtrate the Characters and Au- 
thority of ſome leading Rabbtes, and re- 
commend the particular Doctrines they 
were eſtabliſning Let theſe things be 
put together, and duly conſidered, and 
| how finely does it turn out upon the whole ? 


and what a Stir and Pother appears to 


have been raiſed, for ſo many Years, in the 
— Chriſtian Church, about a Controverſy, 
which ends IN. 


BUT 1 forget, Sir, that I am treſpaſſing 
upon your Patience, by repeating what 
you are ſo much better acquainted with, 
than we are. I ſhall no longer take up 
that Time, which we hope is at preſent 
as laudably and uſefully employed, as it 
has been for ſome Years paſt. I cannot 
however conclude, without giving you one 

Hint more, which deſerves your ſerious 
83 Conſi- 
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Conſideration. You have more than 
once f declared in the Examination, that 
how little Satisfaction ſoever the Biſhop, 
or any other Perſon, has been able to give 
(with regard to the Difficulties, with 
which I had preſſed the Argument from 
Prophecy) by evaſive Expedients, or fanci- 
ful Syſtems, you have yourſelf, at this 
Time, by you, and have had for ſome 
| Years, a natural and obvious Solution of 
them; which you may probably give the 
Public, at ſome occaſion hereafter of more 
leiſure. Now, whether you really in- 
tend any ſuch thing; or whether you faid 
this, only to fave Appearances (that you 
might not ſeem to leave things deſperate, 
or abſolutely to give up the Cauſe to us) 
or whether you had a mind to let the 
World know, what you could do for 
cue if * would; it is the ear- 


— 
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neſt 
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heſt and unanimous Requeſt of all your 
Friends here, that this Performance 
(the Appearance of which we dread) 
may be, if not finally ſuppreſſed, at leaſt 
deferred, as long as it can, We ſpeak 
not this altogether for our own Sake, but 
for yours alſo. Why ſhould you be in 
any haſte, Sir, to defend the Goſpel ? 
What has the Goſpel, or any of the 
Profeſſors of it, done for you? It is well 

known, that you are more beholden for 
the Eaſineſs of your preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, and the comfortable Subſiſtence 
which you now enjoy, to one poor Hea- 
then Orator, than to all the Pr—ts 
treat you, therefore, to let this Matter 
ſleep with you, as it has already ſlept for 
% many Years, for a few Years longer. 
You don't know what Miſchief it may 
do. My objections againſt the Evidence 
of Prophecy, as applied in the New Teſ- 
. tament, 
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tament, you allow to have hitherto been 
unanſwered, nay you have yourſelf taken 

great pains to confirm and ſtrengthen them; 
why ſhould you undo all, by going about 

at laſt to confute and expoſe them ? Why 
ſhould you do that for the B-ps and 

Clergy, which, you ſee, none of them are 

able to do for themſelves? Nay indeed, 

how can you anſwer, without contradict- 
ing yourſelf, what you have already fo Ho- 
ly and ſo publickly confeſſed to be un- 

anſiwerable? . 

I conclude with Son of 

our Society; and, once more thanking 

you for the particular Honour you have 
done to my ſelf, am, 


Reve. Sir, 


Your moſt obliged, and 
Maſt obedient Samet Fe ervant, 


G6 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HOUGH we are very glad to 
learn from yourſelf, that your Works 
are every where ſo favourably received, 
both among the Clergy and Laity ; yet 
we cannot but be impatient to know, 
whether any Notice has been taken of 
them by either of the Univerſities. Some 
Teſtimony of their Approbation would 
be of fiznal Service, if it could be ob- 
tained. But of this, we muſt confeſs, 
that we are ſomewhat diffident in our 
Expectations. Eſpecially as you have told 
us (and it is impoſſible you ſhould be miſ- 
taken in fo clear a Point) that the true 
Mori ves, by which your Oppoſers have 
been urged to declare themſelves againſt 
your Opinion, were the Hopes of thoſe 
* Honours, which they had ſeen others 
acquire, 
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4 acquire, by former Attacks upon you b. 
Howeve, if this ſhould again happen to 
be the Caſe i, or if the ſame Methods 
ſhould always be attended with the ſame 


Succeſs, let it not diſcourage you, ſo long 


as you are ſecure of the intire Approba- 


tion of thoſe, whoſe Authority you chiefly 


value. 


8  CSTISSY . m 5 


» Pref. to the Eng. p. 3. 


i One would be apt to think, from this 


Paſſage, that Mr. C— had really foreſeen 
the handſome Compliment, lately paid, by 


Free Erguiry, in conferring upon them the 
| higheſt Honour, which it is in the Power of 
that venerable and learned Body to confer, 


IJ 


1 Additional 


the Univerſity of Oxford, to the great Merit 
of two reverend Gentlemen (Dr. Dodwell and 
Dr. Church) who had eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſclves by their Writings againſt the 
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Additional Note - 


HAT the Reader may better 
judge of the Force of Dr. M—n's 


Reaſoning, and of his Manner of con- 
futing the Opinions he diſlikes, we ſhall 
here exhibit a ſhort Account of the Con- 
troverſy revived by him, and the Conclu- 
un to which, he tells us he has brought it. 


ABOUT five and twenty Years ago, a 


Book was publiſhed by Mr. Ca, 
entitled, The Grounds and Reaſons, &c. 


— 


* This Note, but for the length of it, 
ſhould have been inſerted p. 45. It con- 


tains a ſerious, and, we hope, a ſufficient An- 


ſwer to the Examination, ſo far as the argu- 


mentative Part of it is concerned; which falls, 


in Truth, within a very narrow Compals. All 
the reſt of it has been properly anſwered, and 
in ſuch a manner, as, we think, 1 it deſerves, by 


where- 


the Letter itſelf. 
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wherein he had ridiculed the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament, which are cited in 
the New, as trifling and impertinent, and 
bearing no fort of Relation to the parti- 
cular Caſes or Perſons, to which they are 


applied. 


To this Book ſeveral Anſwers were 


made, and particularly an excellent one 
by Biſhop Chandler, wherein the ſeveral 


Learning and Accuracy examined and re- 


futed. About the ſame time Dr. Sherloct, 
the preſent Biſhop of London, publiſhed 
fix Diſcourſes (which had been delivered 
by him at the Temple Church) at the De- 
fire of the Maſters of the Bench of the 


two honourable Societies: not by way of 


Anſiver to the Grounds and Reaſons i, but 


2 — 


Objections of the Author were with great | 


— Ns A. N n n J IS 2 „.. ON rer 


1 That the Reader may not be deceived, 
eit is proper 0 tell him he re, that he is x Or 


with 
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with a View of ſhewing the Uſe and In- 
tent of Prophecy, in the ſeveral Ages of 
the World, and the manifeſt Cannectiun 
between the Prophecies of every Age. 
Theſe Diſcourſes, though they have paſſed 
through many Editions, not only, as the Doc- 
tor generouſly allows, without Reproof, 
But with ſome Degree even of Approbati- 
on w, he has however, for certain Reaſons, 
beſt known to himſelf, taken upon him, 
uus LATE, to examine and cenſure; 
and, if you will take his own Word for it, 


— 


« To EXPECT, in the following Diſcourſes, an 
« Anſwer to a Book, lately publiſhed, enti- 
e tled, Grounds and Reaſons, &c. — That 
„ Work was undertaken, and has been dif- 
« charged to the Satisfaction of the Publick, 


« by a much abler Hand.” Preface to the 
Dy : 


Exam. p. 8. 
1 


62 Additional Note. 

has thoroughly confuted them. And left 
the Public ſhould be ſurpriſed at the Un- 
ſeaſonableneſs, as well as the Boldneſs of 
ſuch an Attempt, he endeavours to abate 
their Wonder, by a Declaration, which 
to many may appear equally ſurpriſing. 
« The Truth is (fays he) I had never 
tt read them till very lately, or other- 
« wiſe theſe Animadverſions might have 
made their Appearance probably much 
e earher.” 


THE Title of theſe Animadverſions 
is An Examination of the Lord Biſhop of 


London's Duſcourſes, concerning the Uſes 


and Intent of Prophecy. Where it is wor- 

thy of Obſervation, that the Doctor has 
artfully funk upon his Readers a very 
material Part of the Title of the Biſhop's 
Book, viz, the Words, in the ſeveral 
Ages of the World. Otherwiſe, it muſt 
have been diſcovered, at firſt Sight, that 


He, 
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He, and his Principal Mr. C—s, had 
been writing of one thing, and the Biſhop | 
of another; and therefore, that the Pains 
that he has taken to ſhew, that Mr. 
C had not conſidered thoſe Prophe- 
cies in any other Method, nor under any 
other Character, than that, in which 
they were conſidered by the Evangeliſts 
themſelves, is wholly impertinent, and 
foreign to the Biſhop's Deſign; which 
was not, to conſider the Application made, 
of ſome particular Predictions, by the 
Writers of the New Teſtament, to the 
Perſon of Chriſt; but what End the Wiſ- 
dom of God propoſed to ſerve by Pro- 
pbecy in general, and how this End has 
been ſerved by it a. 


But to let this paſs, and come directly 


do the Point, His Confutation of the 


© Diſcourſes, p. 9. 
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Biſhop, when he comes to ſum up his 
Arguments, is built upon theſe two Facts. 


„FIRST, that both Cbriſt and his 
* Apoſtles, in preaching the Goſpel tothe 
« Jeus, took all Occaſions of applying 
* the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
e ſingly and ſeparately, to each remarkable 
« Circumſtance of the Life and Miniſtry 
« of Jeſus, as ſo many direct and decifive 
« Proofs of his Miſſion. And this (ſays 
che) confutes at once the general Argu- 
ment of his Lordſhip's two firſt Diſ— 
« courſes: The Purpeſe of which is, to 
* ſhew, that the ScriptureProphecies were 
e never intended, to be a very diſtinct Evi- 
« dence; and, if conſidered ſingly, are in- 
4 capable, from the Nature of them, of 
te affording any ſatisfactory Proof, when 
© they come to be confronted with the 
* Objections of Unbelievers . 


| © Exam. p. 97. 
1 BUT 


i 
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BUT this is a very partial and unfair | 


0 Repreſentation. The general Argument 


of thoſe Diſcourſes is this. That the 
ancient Prophecies in general are con- 
feſſedly obſcure: But yet, 1. Not obſcurer 


than God defigned they ſhould be; who 


is not obliged to give us farther Light 


and Information about things future, 
than he thinks fit. Nor yet, 2. So obſcure, 

as not to anſwer the Ends for which they 
were given. Which Ends were, 1. To 
ſupport Religion in the World, and to 
be a Foundation of Hope towards God, 
to them to whom they were delivered; and 
2. To be an Evidence of his Truth, to 


them who ſhould ſee the Completion of them, 


and to the Ages after them. That ac- 
_ cordingly both theſe Ends were anſwer- 


ed by them. Religion was ſupported, 


and the Predictions, in particular, relat- 
ing to the Meſſiah or promiſed Redeemer, 


F how 
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how obſcurely ſoever expreſſed, were 
truly and properly fulfilled in eſus Chrifty 
of whom they had been foretold, and to 
whom, in the New Teſtament, they are 
applicd. This 1s the Subſtance of the 
Biſhop's Argument taken all together, as 
it ought to be. And how all this is con- 
futed at once, by the Fact abovemention- 
ed and whether that very Fact is not a 
Part of what is here maintained, — or 
with what Juſtice his Lordſhip is elſe- 
where charged by the Examiner, with 

I:fening, depreſſing, and depreciating the 

Evidence of Prophecy, and putting the 
Predictions of the Old Teſtament upon a 
level with the Oracles of the Pythian 
Apollo, let the Reader determine for him- 
ſelf; ſince it would be an Affront to his 
ER to * 7 thing farther 


_ about it. 


* 
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| THE ſecond Fact, upon which the 

Doctor builds his Confutation, is, © That 
« the Evangeliſts, in collecting all the 
« Prophecies, which they imagined to 
relate to Jeſus, never looked for them 
any higher, than to the Law and the 
_« Prophets; nor ever appealed to any 
* other, than what they found there; fol- 
«© lowing herein the Example of their 
% Maitcr, who inexpounding all the pro- 
ce phetic Scripture, which were applicable 
* to himſelf, began with the Prophecy of = 
© Moſes. Which Fact confutes likewiſe 
t at once the grand Scheme of his four 
remaining Diſcourſes, and ſhews his 
« pretended Chain of Anted:iluvian Pro- 
e phecies, to be a vain and impertinent 
% Fancy, which has no fort of Relation 
* to the Evidence of the Goſpel . 


Een. p. 98. 
3 IN 
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IN anfwer to which it may be ob- 
ſerved, that here are ſeveral Things taken 
for granted, which will not eafily be 
proved, Part of what is advanced is mere 
Fallacy, and part of it abſolutely falſe. 


FIRST, it is taken for granted, that 
the Evangeliſts collected all the Prophe- 
cies, which they imagined to relate to 
Jeſus. This, in the only Senſe wherein 
it can affect the Biſhop's Argument, is 
not true. They may indeed have collect- 

ed all that they thought neceſſary to prove 
to the Jeus, who expected a Meſſiah, that 
Feſus was that Meſſiab whom they look- 
ed for: But they had no Occaſion to col- 


which promiſed a Redeemer from the Be- 
grinning of the World. A Point, which 
they did not want to be convinced of. 


, ' SECONDLY, 


„r 
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SECONDLY, It is taken for granted, 
that by beginning at Moes, muſt be un- 


derſtood beginning at the Time, or with 


the Prophecy at Moſes. But there is no 
Neceflity for ſo underſtanding that Ex- 
preſſion. The Words of the Evange- 
liſt, alledged for the Proof of this, are, 


that, beginning at Moſes and all the Pro- 


pbets, be expounded unto them, in all the 
Scriptures, the things concerning him- 


ſelf. It is highly probable then, that by 
- Moſes we are to underſtand the Books of 
Moſes; as Luke xvi. 29. They have 
Moſes and the Prophets. For if there are 


evidently in thoſe Books, and particular- 
ly in the Firſt of them, other Prophecies 
concerning him, befides that in Deut. 
xvüi. 1 5. which, the Doctor fays, he be- 
gan with, how could he, without taking 
Notice of them alſo, be properly ſaid to 


have expounded, in all the Scriptures, the 


3 things 
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things concerning himſelf? And the Pre- 
ſumption is much ſtronger that he did fo, 
than otherwiſe ; becauſe we find him, in 
a Diſcourſe with the Fews, particularly 
applying to himſelf the Prophecy, or Pro- 
miſe made to Abraham in the Book of 
 Genefis, that in his Seed all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. John viii. 56. 


THIRDLY, It is taken for grant- 
ed, that by the Law, we are to under- 
ſtand only that particular Part of the 
Pentateuch, which is properly fo called. 
But does not the Apoſtle expreſly call the 
Book of Geneſis the Law, Gal. iv. 21. 
and can the Doctor be fo ignorant, as 
not to know, that the Law and the Pro- 
pbets was the common Name among the 
Jews, of all the canonical Books of the 


Old Teflament ? But. 


— 


— 


* See allo Ads i iii. J 25. vhes CPI 
is referred to Feſus by St. Peter. 


 FOURTHLY, 
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FOURTHLY, Admitting it could 
be proved, that neither Jeſus nor his 
Apoſtles, in preaching to the Jews, took 
any notice of thoſe Prophecies in Genet, 
wherein a Promiſe of the bleſſed Seed 
was made firſt to Adam, then to Shem, 
then to Abraham, afterwards to Jacob, 
and laſtly, limited (and the preciſe Time 
of his Appearance likewiſe foretold) to 

| the tribe of Fudab; will it therefore fol- 
low, — that there are no ſuch Prophecies in 
it, contrary to the expreſs Evidence of the 
Bock itſelf, and to the concurrent Senſe 
both of the Fewih and Chriſtian | 
Churches in all Ages, concerning it? — 
or, that thoſe Prophecies have no Con- 
nection with each other, and with the 
Prophecies of ſucceeding Ages till the 
Time of Chriſt—or that ſuch Connection 
is improperly urged againſt modern Un- 
believers, to ſhew, how improbable it is, 
_F4 that 
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that a Chain of Prophecies reaching 
through ſeveral thouſand Vears, deliver- 
ed at different Times, yet manifeſtly ſub- 
ſervient to one and the ſame Adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence, from Beginning to 
End, ſhould be the Effect of Art and 
Contrivance, and religious Fraud e? 


_ THIS was his Lordſhip's Deſign, 
in conſidering the Evidence from Pro- 

phecy, in this extenſive View of it. And 
can that be ſaid to have no ſort of Rela- 
tion to the Evidence of the Goſpel, as a 
Divine Revelation, which ſets this Ar- 
gument in fo ſtrong and advantageous a 
Light? Or rather, does not the forcible 
Convuiction, ariſing from this View of it, 
greatly overbalance all the Difficulties, 
with which Unbelievers, at this Time, 


? Pref. to the Diſcourſes, 


are 
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are able to preſs ſome particular Prophe- 
cies, and the Application of them made 
by Writers, who lived many hundred 
Vears ago, and who had many ancient 
Books and Records of the Jeuiſp Church, 


from which they drew many Paſſages, 


| and perhaps ſome Prophecies ; which 
Books we have not, toenable us to under- 


FROM what has been ſaid, it appears 
plainly, that the general Argument of his 
Lordſhip's Diſcourſes is fo far from being 
confuted at once, as the Examiner vainly 

boaſts, by the Facts he has laid down 
for that Purpoſe, that it is not in any De- 
gree whatſoever affected by them, Nor 
conſequently is the Merit of them, or 
the great Character they have fo long 


3 Pref to the Diſcourſes. | 
| G main- 


754 Auallitianal Note. 
maintained, at all impaired, by any thing 
which he hath hitherto been able to ad- 
vance againſt them: Nor, if we may 
judge of what is to follow by what we 
have ſeen already, ever will be, by any 
future Examination, which he may pro- 
bably give us of the reſt of them, 
and of the learned Diſſertations which 
are added to them. This however, 


(tho' intimated in terrorem) as the | 
Public, we believe, will be under no 
impatience for it, nor he himſelf gain 
greater Credit by it, than he has done 

by the preſent, he has prudently reſerv- 4 


ed to ſome Occaſion hereafter of more 
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